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Works Progressing Well
in Ireland and Wales

Works on the Interconnector are progressing well.
Over 93% of the duct installation is complete

and 70% of the DC cable installed in the ducts in
Wales. In Ireland 66% of duct installation has been
completed including the complex process of installing
the ducts under the M1 motorway in Dublin. This was
done using a method called horizontal directional
drill which is a trenchless way of installing the plastic
ducts underground.

cable. These individual lengths of cable are joined
together on site at jointing bays and the cable is
then placed underground. The first of these DC cable
joints was completed in Wales in March 2011.

EirGrid expect all duct installation works to be
completed by June 2011. Following on from recent
cable delivery in Wales, a number of cable drums
have also been delivered to Ireland. The cable drums
arrived by ship to Dublin Port and were subsequently
transported on site. The cable is delivered on cable

drums which are designed to carry 1.2 kilometres of i )
Trench in Rush, Co. Dublin

Construction of Converter
Stations Begins

Construction works on the converter stations in Ireland (Woodland)
and Wales (Shotton) are underway and on schedule with site offices
constructed and temporary access roads being built to facilitate

the clearing and storing of topsoil. Ireland’s largest construction
company, John Sisk & Son Ltd. was appointed by ABB to build both
converter stations.

Construction site of converter station

Manufacturer Update

Detailed design is ongoing for the converter stations. IGBT valves (semi conductor devices) with all units

The first two converter transformers successfully passing the tests.

passed their type and routine tests at ABB’s factory in

Ludvika, Sweden. The third converter transformer was  ABB is continuing with the manufacture of both

tested in April. Manufacture of the remaining four land and subsea DC cable types with a total of

transformers is continuing. 80 km subsea cable and 60 km of land cable now
completed. A further 150 km of HVDC cable is in

ABB has completed the operational type test for the various stages of production.
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Marine Update

In line with the project schedule, all of the marine crossing agreements are now in place including the

final agreement with the North Hoyle Windfarm export cables owners NWP Offshore Ltd. The Interconnector
submarine cables will be laid across three ‘in service’ telecoms cables, one ‘out of service’ telecoms cable and
across the export cables of one offshore windfarm. EirGrid, in line with best practice, has put the necessary
legal agreements in place in advance of works taking place to cross any cables.

Marine Mammal Observation

The Interconnector is required to have Marine Mammal Observers onboard
during certain activities in Irish waters. National Parks and Wildlife Service
(NPWS) has approved the protocol EirGrid developed outlining how the cable
will be laid in the Irish Sea and what work is involved. Marine installation
works will commence off the Irish cost in May 2011. A diver survey was
carried out by ABCO Marine Ltd. on the shore at Rush North Beach earlier this
year. The information collected will help inform works which will commence
shortly on Rush North Beach and immediately offshore.

Marine barge working off Rush North Beach

New Appointment

EirGrid recently appointed NetWork services, a company based in Exeter UK, to manage fisheries notifications
and liaison on behalf of the project. NetWork services have considerable experience representing clients in the
Irish Sea area and will be a great addition to the team.

Twenties Workshop

In February, members of the EirGrid East West Interconnector team attended a Twenties workshop in
Copenhagen where ways to improve the consenting processes to assist in the development of interconnectors
were discussed. This workshop was attended by various European transmission system operators. The broader
aim of the Twenties project is to advance the development and implementation of new technologies that will
make it possible to increase the use of wind power in Europe significantly.

East West Access Rules

The East West Access Rules consultation took place the company that developed the trading systems for
in March and received a very good response from BritNed, the interconnector between Great Britain and
across the industry. The responses are currently being  the Netherlands and also the trading system for the
evaluated with the access rules expected to England France Interconnector (IFA).

be agreed during the summer of 2011.

The requirements analysis and design phases are
nearing completion and the system development is to
commence in the coming weeks. The auction platform
for East West is on target for go-live in early 2012.

Unicorn systems, the renowned European company

providing information systems, was selected

to deliver the Auction platform for trading capacity

on the East West Interconnector. Unicorn Systems is
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